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From the Principal’s Desk… 
Greetings, 

We opened in a smooth fashion, with smiling students and happier parents.  This 
year, the big news is the Italian after school enrichment program.  Beginning 
October 5, and continuously on Tuesdays and Thursdays, for three sessions, we will 

be offering an enrichment program in Italian language and culture.  Three consecutive sessions run from 
October 5 through June 2.  The cost is $40 per 8-week session.  The hours at Francis Wyman are from 
2:45-4:15pm on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  Parents are responsible for transportation.  We have been 
studying Italian language for the past five years, and it is wonderful that we can offer this program to 
grades one through five.  This is possible through grant funding. 

As always, please keep your child's teacher informed of any changes, either immediate or long-range.  
Updating emergency cards are critical for our ability to contact you in the event of a crisis. 

No one is allowed in the school without first visiting the office and receiving a visitor's badge.  For those 
parents interested in volunteering, chaperoning fieldtrips or working in any capacity in the school, you 
must fill out a CORI form and return it to the office.  If you have not received a form home with your child, 
they are available in the Francis Wyman office.  Thank you in advance for your cooperation. 

Please plan to attend our PTO meetings on Thursday evenings.  Support your school. 

I am looking forward to another wonderful Wyman year, because we are a team.  As our lobby banner 
says, “Where students and staff excel and parents and community care." 

Yours in education, 

 

Kathleen Burns 

Frankly Francis Wyman 

 

Volume V, Issue 1 October, 2004 

Newsletter 
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Notes from the PTO 

Greetings to all and Happy Fall!  With summer 
over and school back in session, the PTO is up 
and running full speed with regard to 
membership, open houses, committees, and 
meetings.  We would like to welcome everyone 
back and we are looking forward to working 
together toward a common goal - the well being 
of our children and Francis Wyman Elementary 
School!!!  It takes a group of many to make 
everything happen, so “THANK YOU” for all of 
your help and support.  If you would like more 
information about the PTO and its committees 
please feel free to call one of our executive 
board members or Principal Kathy Burns at 
(781) 271-1701. 

A big thank you goes out to Debbie Dew for all 
the “before school started” work in putting 
together the Kindergarten Welcome Packets and 
New Family Packets. 

The Membership Committee (headed by Karen 
Pflanz) has been collecting dues and activating 
memberships for new and returning families 
since the first day of school.  A special thanks to 
the committee for setting the PTO off on the 
right foot for the new school year!!!  To date, the 
membership is made up of approximately 200 
families and 30 staff members.  Thanks to all 
who have sent in the dues.  If you would like to 
join, please feel free to contact or visit the main 
office for a membership form. 

The Hospitality Committee (headed by Liz 
Guleserian) has been working hard since the 
first day of school.  The event tables always look 
beautiful for the kindergarten orientation, open 
houses, and PTO meetings.  Thanks so much 
for all the work and dedication!!! 

On September 13, Francis Wyman Elementary 
was the host for the first annual Town-wide PTO 
Executive Board Gathering.  Twenty-five board 
members from all six Burlington schools 
attended the event held in our library.  We 
shared ideas made connections to help support 
all the schools as a community.  It was a great 
way to get to know one another and kick off the 
new school year. 

The PTO Welcome Reception held on 
September 23 was well attended and the 
question and answer session with Principal 
Kathy Burns and Assistant Principal Irene 
Roque was extremely helpful to all the parents.  
The winners of the Returning & New Parent 
Raffle were Carolann (Annie) Smith and 
Christine Walzor.  They each won a $10 gift 
certificate to Servizio (a catering company on 
Wall Street in Burlington).  Congratulations!!! 

The next PTO meeting is scheduled for 
Thursday, October 7, at 7:30 pm in the Art 
Room.  The agenda will be full of proposed 
plans for spending over the next few months.  
Please come, vote, and let your voice be heard.  
Remember, if you bring a new PTO parent to the 
meeting you both will be eligible for the 
Returning & New Parent Raffle.   

The Student Enrichment Committee (Ann 
Langenfeld, Chairperson) is already hard at 
work putting together the first program for the 
year.  Keith Michael Johnson is coming to the 
school on Friday, October 8.  He offers a math 
enrichment program that the children of all grade 
levels will enjoy and it follows the school’s 
curriculum as well.  There are several other 
programs slotted to take place during the course 
of the year and we will keep you up-to-date as 
the dates get closer. 

The Fundraising Committee (Evelyn LoRusso, 
Chairperson) has been very busy with our 
annual fundraiser (coordinated by Paula 
Brincklow) which ended on September 27!!!  
The Genevieve’s fundraiser is always a great 
success and is an awesome way to fund most of 
our programs and expenses for the year.  
Thanks so much for your participation. 

There is a new committee this year: the Health & 
Safety Task Force.  This committee of 
concerned parents will work closely with the 
Administration, School Nurse, Safety Officer, 
and the Building Maintenance Department.  
During the course of the year, the committee will 
work on issues concerning many different health 
and safety challenges facing our students and 
parents in and around our school.  If you would 
like to help a little or a lot with these issues 
please feel free to join.  Contact Faydeen 
Sateriale at (781) 272-3755 for more 
information. 
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The Newsletter Committee (chaired by Karen 
LoRusso with a lot of support from Dave 
Rosenberg) already has put together another 
great “welcome” issue to kick off the new year.  
Look for three more issues of Frankly Francis 
Wyman before next June.  The newsletter is a 
great tool to keep all of us connected and 
informed about what is happening in our school.  
Be sure to check out the website 
(www.burlington.mec.edu/fw/) for more helpful 
information about our school as well. 

We would like to thank Lori Baumgartner and 
Cindy Gilpin for all their hard work in collecting 
the forms and coordinating the room parent 
selections.  The information will be going home 
soon informing those who were selected. 

Once again, thanks to all our parent volunteers 
who make each PTO success possible.  There 
would be no PTO without you.  Be sure to watch 
for the next issue of Frankly Francis Wyman for 
more updates and events taking place. 

 

The PTO Board of Directors 
Faydeen Sateriale, Co-President 
Martha Metzdorf, Vice President 
Joann Pustizzi, Secretary 
Lori Kashgegian, Treasurer 

 

PTO Calendar 
PTO meetings begin at 730pm in the Art Room: 

Thursday, October 7, 2004 
Thursday, November 4, 2004 
Thursday, January 6, 2005 
Thursday, March 3, 2005 
Thursday, May 5, 2005 

Student Enrichment News 
Keith Michael Johnson will be performing “Mad 
About Math” at Francis Wyman on Friday, 
October 8, 2004.  This program is a 45-minute 
romp through the world of everyday 
mathematics.  The goal of the program is to help 
students understand that while they may never 
grow up to be world famous mathematicians, 
they still need to be comfortable working with 
numbers and using the elementary math skills 
they are tackling this year for the rest of their 
lives. 

“Mad About Math” takes the numb out of 
numbers by incorporating audience participation, 
zany demonstrations, colorful props, and humor.  
Content includes solving problems with math, 
estimation, measurement, geometry & shapes, 
patterns and appreciating the stunning work of a 
few famous mathematicians including Florence 
Nightingale, Pythagoras, and Sir. Isaac Newton.  
Throughout the program, Keith reinforces three 
concepts: 

  Homework is an important part of learning 
  If you are confused, ask for help. 
  Understand the whole question before you 

attempt an answer. 

We are very lucky to have him joining us this 
year and we look forward to a great show.  This 
show incorporates all grade levels. 
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