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From the Principal’s Desk… 
As I reported in the first introductory issue, we are so happy with such a smooth 
opening this year.  Thanks to all the cooperating families with your planning to make 
it easy for your child(ren).  

Students and teachers alike are practicing routines and we are just "settling in" for 
another great year at Wyman.  Our series, Growing Healthy Children is continuing its second year with 
our able, Mr. "Lev" at the helm.  The first session, “Your Child's Behavior... the Wills, the Won'ts, and the 
Can'ts,” is October 27 at 7:00p in our auditorium.  It is a joint effort of Wyman's PTO, Health and Physical 
Education Department, and Parents Advisory Council (PAC).  Keynote speaker is Dr. Thor Bergersen, of 
the Hallowell Center who specializes in ADD-ADHD.  The Italian program is up and running and enjoyed 
by all who are enrolled.  If you missed enrolling in Session I, you can still apply for either or both sessions 
II and III.  Session I runs from October through December.  Classes meet on Tuesdays and Thursday 
from 2:30-4:00p.  Italian teacher, Mary Guerriero is the Director of the Wyman program, should you have 
any questions.  There will be a Family Italian Night on November 16, 2004, 6:30-8:00p.  With this year's 
Presidential election around the corner, please discuss the process with your children and help them to 
realize the importance of voting in our country.  Our lobby display case will highlight democracy and the 
two candidates seeking the presidential office. 

Just before press time, we received some good news: 

Francis Wyman School is the fortunate recipient of Mobil Educational Alliance gift of $500.  This gift will 
help several programs such as Reading, Art, Math, Music, and scholarship for the needy Wyman student.  
We are thrilled with this award.  Please make it a point to thank Mr. Nasir at the Burlington Mobil, 173 
Bedford Street, for being such a generous partner in education. 

Let's hope our Autumn continues to be as smooth as our first few weeks. 

Yours in education, 

 

Kathleen Burns 

Frankly Francis Wyman 

 

Volume V, Issue 2 October, 2004 

Newsletter 
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From the Assistant Principal 
Support Your Candidates for Student Council! 

Elections begin this week.  Be sure you mark 
your calendars for the Induction Ceremony on 
November 15 at 7:00 in the auditorium.  We will 
meet our student council members and 
congratulate all the candidates on a fair, fun, 
and exciting race. 

 

 

 

Special Thanks! 
We gratefully acknowledge Kwik Kopy Printing 
Center, 95 Cambridge St, Burlington for their 
generous contribution to the Francis Wyman 
School.  They will print the future issues of this 
year’s Frankly Francis Wyman Newsletter at no 
cost to the school.  We very much appreciate 
their community spirit and generosity! 

 

PTO Calendar 
PTO meetings begin at 730 pm in the Art 
Room: 

Thursday, November 4, 2004 
Thursday, January 13, 2005* 
Thursday, March 10, 2005* 
Thursday, May 12, 2005* 

* note changed dates 

Growing Healthy Children Series are 
presented in the Auditorium from 7-830 pm: 

Wednesday, October 27 – Part IV, Your Child’s 
Behavior … the Wills, the Won’ts, and the Can’ts 
with Dr. Thor Bergersen, a Psychiatrist 
specializing in ADD/ADHD, from the Hallowell 
Center 

Thursday, January 27, 2005 - Part V, Puberty 
Issues – also, “Internet Safety & Precautions” 
with a presenter from the State Attorney 
General’s Office 

Thursday, April 7, 2005 - Part VI, topic to be 
announced 

Other Dates of Note 
Tuesday, November 2, 2004 – VOTE – BHS 
Gym 

Tuesday, November 16, 2004, 630-8p - Family 
Italian Night – FW 

Monday, November 15, 2004, 7p – Student 
Council Induction Ceremony – FW Auditorium 
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Notes from the PTO 

We would like to take this opportunity to 
introduce our new PTO Co-President … Amy 
Small.  Amy is the mother of Samantha (grade 
4) and Taylor (grade 2).  The Executive Board is 
looking forward to working along with Amy.  Amy 
will be co-president for a two year term.  
Welcome aboard, Amy!!! 

The Fundraising Committee (headed by Evelyn 
LoRusso) has been busy finishing up the 
Genevieve’s fundraiser (coordinated by Paula 
Brincklow).  The orders should be in the 
beginning of November.  Thanks again for your 
participation in helping the PTO fund programs 
for our school.  

Also, Box Tops for Education (coordinated by 
Sam Coe) is making a push for more box tops.  
The first deadline is the end of October so send 
in those tops as soon as possible.  Last year’s 
collections helped fund a digital camera for each 
grade.  What should this year’s proceeds 
purchase for the school?  Email your ideas to 
Sam at samgcoe@aol.com. 

Do you or any family members need to renew a 
magazine subscription over the next few 
months?  If so, hold off until February during our 
Magazine Drive.  Proceeds purchase a 
magazine subscription for each and every 
classroom for a year.  The teachers and the 
children appreciate this great benefit the PTO 
provides.  

The Landscaping Committee (Karen Sullivan, 
Chairperson) worked very hard the morning of 
September 30 raking and planting which has 
made our school look wonderful.  The main 
entrance has a beautiful fall theme with a 
scarecrow, cornstalks, and mums.  Thanks so 
much for a great job! 

The Student Enrichment Committee (Ann 
Langenfeld, Chairperson) has put together a 
number of great programs this year to coincide 
with the curriculum of the school.  On October 8, 
the PTO sponsored “Mad About Math” for the 
entire school (K-5).  The students and teachers 
enjoyed the program.  Keith Michael Johnson’s 
performance reinforced three concepts … 
homework is an important part of learning … if 
you are confused, ask for help … and, 
understand the whole question before you 
attempt an answer.  He incorporated audience 
participation, zany demonstrations, colorful 

props, and humor to get these points across to 
the students.     

The Parent Enrichment Committee is part 
sponsor for “Growing Healthy Children – Part IV” 
scheduled for Wednesday, October 27, from 
7:00 – 8:30 pm in our auditorium.  The subject 
will be, “Your child’s behavior … the Wills, the 
Won’ts, and the Can’ts.”  Dr. Thor Bergersen a 
psychiatrist specializing in ADD & ADHD from 
the Hallowell Center will be a keynote speaker.  
Our guidance counselors, Joanne Burrows and 
Tristan Yovino will also be there to answer 
questions. 

The Carnival Committee (co-chaired by Patty 
Mazure and Karen Pflanz) has already started 
planning this year’s Family Spring Carnival.  So, 
save the date … Saturday, April 2, 2005 from 
10:00 am until 2:00 pm.  Please email Karen at 
kap4@comcast.net with any questions or 
suggestions for this year’s carnival.   

The Newsletter Committee (Karen LoRusso, 
Chairperson) has once again put together a very 
informative issue of the Frankly Francis Wyman 
Newsletter.  The committee works very hard 
gathering all the information for all grades, 
administration, and special subjects.  Then, they 
put it all together and distribute it to the school.  
Thanks so much for another job well done. 

We would also like to say a special “Thank You” 
to Kwik Kopy Printing Center (located on 
Cambridge Street) for copying, collating, and 
contributing the paper for this newsletter 
distribution.  They are very generously donating 
their services for the remaining issues for the 
school year.   

Last month’s PTO meeting was on Thursday, 
October 7.  The minutes are posted on the 
Francis Wyman website at 
http://www.burlington.mec.edu/fw/.  Just choose 
the PTO link to see what took place and what 
was voted on that evening.  Also, the winners of 
the “Returning Parent & New Parent Raffle” 
were Tanya Iker and Michelle Peluso.  They 
each received a gift certificate from Elizabeth 
Grady for a free facial.  Congratulations and 
enjoy!!! 

The next PTO meeting will be on Thursday, 
November 4 in the Art Room (7:30 – 9:00 pm).  
We will present the finalized budget for this year 
as well as committee updates.  There will be 
another “Returning Parent & New Parent Raffle” 
that evening so bring someone new and your 
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names will be put into the drawing for two gift 
certificates from a local business. 

Once again, we would like to extend our 
appreciation to the committee chairpersons and 
volunteers who make the PTO what it is today.  
Without the collective efforts of our parents, 
teachers and administration there would be no 
PTO and we wouldn’t be able to support our 
children and school the way we do. 

 

The PTO Board of Directors 
Faydeen Sateriale and 
    Amy Small, Co-Presidents 
Martha Metzdorf, Vice President 
Joann Pustizzi, Secretary 
Lori Kashgegian, Treasurer 

Kindergarten Notes 

The Kindergarten was off to a flying start again 
this year.  It was great getting to know one 
another and making everyone happy and 
excited to be learning here at Francis Wyman.   

We started our year with songs and poems 
about colors.  Many children made individual 
and class books that they are now sharing with 
their families.  Since we get to go apple picking 
in the fall, we learned much about how apples 
grow and various ways of cooking with apples.  
We had a fun day at Parlee Farms in Tyngsboro.  
We went on a hayride, picked apples and a 
pumpkin, fed the animals, and had a great time 
running and hiding in the hay maze. 

We no sooner got back from the apple orchard 
when we started learning about animals.  Look 
at the animals hanging in our corridor and notice 
the names of the animals (we did this in 
interactive writing).  Not only did the children 
draw and paint them themselves, they also cut 
them out.  It was hard work, but well worth the 
effort.  We can't wait for our trip to the Franklin 
Park Zoo at the end of October.  Joe the gorilla 
has moved on, but there is still much to see. 
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First Grade Notes 
The students have hurdled the transition from 
kindergarten and are now full-fledged first-
graders.  Our first couple of months has been 
busy.  After getting to know each other, we 
began in September by studying farm life 
through reading, writing and various art projects, 
poems, and songs.  The unit culminated in our 
first field trip to Davis Farm in Sterling, MA, 
where the children had some "hands-on" 
experiences with various farm animals. 

In October, we learned about bats and other 
nocturnal animals.  We had fun reading spooky 
Halloween books, songs, and poems too.  We 
read scary books under our sheets with 
flashlights and had a Halloween Parade around 
the school.   

The First Grade also saw and participated in a 
fun "Mad About Math" program sponsored and 
arrange by the PTO.  Thank you PTO!   

November's focus will be on Native Americans 
as the first graders study the homes, traditions, 
and legends of various tribes throughout the 
United States.  December will find us shedding 
"light" on the numerous holiday traditions that 
occur at this time of the year.  We will also begin 
studying the different versions of fairy tales and 
the magic that they hold. 

Second Grade Notes 
The children in the second grade have been 
very busy learning new and interesting 
information in reading, math, writing, science, 
and social studies.  The topics of trees, 
geometry, Johnny Appleseed, Columbus, and 
geography have been introduced and explored. 

The first week in October, the children were 
fortunate to have two wonderful programs.  The 
first show was about reptiles, presented by Mr. 
Papadonis and Ms. Pavlicek of the Burlington 
Science Center.  The children learned some of 
the characteristics of reptiles, their habitats, and 
ones that are native to Burlington.  The highlight 
of the show was seeing actual examples of 
these animals including Striker the snake, 
Dragon the lizard, a real alligator, and Fireball 
the tortoise.  Our thanks to Mr. Papadonis and 
Ms. Pavlicek for their hard work and excellent 
program. 

The second show was “Mad About Math.”  
During his performance, Keith Michael Johnson 
entertained the audience by showing how we 
use numbers in everyday activities such as 
measurement, patterns, and estimation.  Many 
different materials and stories kept the children 
engaged as they participated and learned about 
math.  Thank you to the PTO for providing such 
an interesting and informative program. 

Later in October, the children will go on a Field 
Trip to the Discovery Museum in Acton.  The 
classes will be studying about water and doing 
experiments during a hands-on program.  After 
the program, the children will explore the 
museum and try out some of the other activities 
and displays. 

Literacy is a major portion of our school day, and 
we hope that everyone is busy filling in the 
blocks in the Read-at-Home cards.  Thank you 
for sending in the completed cards.  This 
program will continue through the end of May. 

We used the computer as part of our math 
studies.  We explored a program on shapes that 
went right along with our Mathematical Thinking 
unit in geometry.  The children had fun matching 
and filling in various shapes using the patterns 
blocks on the computer. 

As you can see, the beginning of the year has 
been an exciting and interesting time for our 
second graders. 
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Third Grade Notes 
This promises to be an exciting year for the third 
grade!  We have begun to learn cursive and are 
quite serious about correct posture, slant, size, 
and formation of the letters.  We are using 
Zaner-Bloser method but most often, we refer to 
it as the “Francis Wyman” way of writing. 

We have just returned from our first fieldtrip to 
the Minuteman National Park in Lexington.  We 
learned about the American Revolution during a 
glorious autumn morning filled with drama and 
excitement. 

The third graders are reading and discussing 
such books as The Chalkbox Kid, Muggie 
Maggie, and The Lion, the Witch and the 
Wardrobe; along with fables, tall tales, and 
Junior Great Books.  Our Scholastic News 
Magazines have been an excellent source of 
non-fiction reading. 

Science units covered so far have been 
Adaptation, Rocks and minerals, Magnetism, 
and Electricity.  Many of us have class fish along 
with special visiting animals every two weeks.  
Yes, even Madagascar Hissing Cockroaches 
can be fun! 

We have just completed our first Math 
Investigations unit.  This consists of working with 
100’s chart, interlocking cubes, and calculators.  
We have talked about symmetry, patterns, and 
strategies for addition.  Our snack sale was 
October 22 and we got a chance to practice 
working with coins and making change. 

Fourth Grade Notes 
Fourth grade is starting out with a busy school 
year.  The children are getting back into the 
swing of things.  Homework, tests, and projects 
are all beginning again.  In the classroom, they 
are studying archaeology.  As a culminating 
activity, we visited the Spencer-Pierce-Little 
Farm in Newbury, Massachusetts.  At the farm, 
the children learned about its history.  The fourth 
grade children also acted as archaeologists and 
excavated dirt to find artifacts. 

The children are also busy learning their new 
schedules.  Fourth graders now have the option 
of being in chorus or playing a musical 
instrument.  This is a great interest to many 
children.  They are also busy reviewing and 
learning Italian in their classroom.  I’m sure the 
children will continue to keep busy for the rest of 
the school year. 

Mr. Papadonis and Mrs. P from the Science 
Center came to the Francis Wyman School to 
put on a reptile show to celebrate the 20 years 
the Science Center has been opened.  The 
children learned many new things about reptiles.  
Some of the reptiles that were brought in for 
showing were a crocodile, snapping turtle, 
tortoise, iguana, rat snake, and a boa 
constrictor.  The presentation, as always, was 
fascinating.  

 

Fifth Grade Notes 
The students have had a very successful 
beginning to their fifth grade year.  They came to 
us well prepared to work hard and have shown 
great promise so far. 

This will be a very eventful year for us!  There 
will be fantastic novels to read, informative 
science presentations, great field trips, much 
learning about our great country, our "farewell 
luncheon," and many more projects and events 
especially tailored to the fifth grade class. 

This is our last year at Francis Wyman and we 
like to make the most of it! 
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Art Department Notes 
First I want to let everyone know that I'm thrilled 
with my new position as an art specialist at 
Francis Wyman School  And I need to express 
my gratitude, to parents who have sent craft 
supplies to my Art Room.  These are some of 
the highlights from September.  Please look for 
representative art samples through out our 
school.  – Mrs. Betty Kerr 

 

During September, Grades 1 and 2 did printing 
lessons.  The younger children drove toy 
vehicles through yellow paint, while "Making 
Tracks" to First Grade.  Meanwhile, the second 
graders explored symmetry, and printed fruit 
with tempera paint.  Later these prints were 
background mounted and made into a vertical 
wall hanging. 

The Third Grade students worked with 
corrugated cardboard to create a three 
dimensional shape for this Autumn season.  
Some of the boys & girls worked with mixing 
tempera paint, while others explored cut tissue 
paper overlay. 

Variety with art medium happened in the Fourth 
Grade Art Class.  Some did stencil painting, 
experimented with string art, scratch boards, 
while others learned the blanket stitch to create 
a mini bag. 

During October, the older children have begun 
to draw a former US President.  In addition, the 
Fourth Grade students are making a US Flag 
Pin out of tiny glass beads.   

Puppetry is happening with the younger group.  
First Graders are making farm animal hand 
puppets and the Second Grade boys & girls will 
make duck bag puppets to compliment the 
picture book, Duck for President by Doreen 
Cronin.  Other planned October art activities will 
be "Boo-tiful" Windsocks, Geometric Shape 
Witches, and a Bat Mobile.  We hope to scare 
you! 

Physical Education Notes 
The Physical Education Program at the Francis 
Wyman is aligned with the current State 
frameworks for grades K-5.  Concepts in Health 
& Wellness are incorporated into monthly lesson 
plans. 

A synopsis of the overall Physical Education 
curriculum highlights the following specific areas 
of emphasis: 

  Grade 1 – Development of Basic Locomotor 
and Non-locomotor Movements 

  Grade 2 – Introduction to Ball Skills 
  Grade 3 – Games of Low Organization 
  Grades 4 & 5 – Introduction to team Sports 

and Recreational Activities. 

Both Mr. Ganley and Mr. LeVasseur emphasize 
good listening skills and cooperation in all their 
activities.  Physical Fitness is a key objective at 
all grade levels. 

Mr. Ganley’s 3rd, 4th, and 5th grades have been 
busy this fall, with skills and lead-up activities in 
soccer and football.  Their next unit will be 
Physical Fitness, followed by units in volleyball, 
bowling, and basketball. 

Mr. LeVasseur has completed Playground 
Safety and Recess Rules with the Kindergarten 
and 1st grades.  The 1st Graders have finished 
their Orientation and Introduction to Movement 
units.  The 2nd grades are currently participating 
in an extensive ball skills unit, with some lead-up 
activities to team sports.  Mr. LeV’s 3rd grades 
are learning the importance of sportsmanship 
and team play; focusing on individual 
responsibility and cooperation.  
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Italian Language Notes 
There is no news for this issue. 

 

Library Media Center Notes 
Since school began this year, students have 
been returning the books they received for 
"Summer Reading.”  On Thursday and Friday, 
October 7 & 8, students who returned their 
books had a book swap.  They either chose a 
different book or received a coupon for the Used 
Bookstore that begins soon. 

We divided the remaining books and sent a 
collection to each classroom. 

 

We encourage parents to peruse and borrow 
from our ever-growing "Parenting Section" in the 
Library. 

 

Reading Specialist 
There is no news for this issue. 
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